
✦Intro: Twenty-five years after his death, an album of Elvisʼs greatest hits 
came out and topped the charts for three weeks as the number one album 

in the nation!  In spite of his enormous success in the music industry, Elvis 
was, according to friends, an unfulfilled and unhappy man.  He died of 

obesity and drug dependency at the young age of 42.  In an interview with 
his wife, Priscilla, she said this about her husband: “Elvis never came to 

terms with who he was meant to be or what his purpose in life was.  He 
though he was here for a reason, maybe to preach, maybe to serve, maybe 

to save, maybe to care for people. That agonizing desire was always with 
him and he knew he wasnʼt fulfilling it.  So heʼd go on stage and he 

wouldnʼt have to think about it.”   Elvis didnʼt have a clue where to begin 
looking.  The word for that is “tragedy.”
✦Friends, the Bible is full of clues about this.  So far weʼve observed that 
we were:

✦Meant for Maturity; discipleship.
✦Formed for Godʼs Family; fellowship.

✦Thereʼs another reason there is a church on this earth, and humans on 
the planet.  
✦1.  You and I were shaped for service.
✦You are no accident. Contrary to what some will espouse, you are not an 

accident of chemical reactions set off by a big bang.  There is someone 
who pulled the trigger to create the explosion of the universe.  And there is 

someone who controls each step of the process.
✦Everything comes from God.  Everything lives by his power.  

Everything is for his glory. Rom.11:36  (monthly memory) 
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✦Once you realize that you are not an accident and fall in love with the 
God who made you, you also discover that he made you in order to 

express that love to and through the people around you!  Each person has 
an intentional part to play in the mosaic, or mechanics of Godʼs great plan.

✦The Bible points out repeatedly that every believer has, for 
example, spiritual gifts –abilities and talents wired into them so as to 

serve a greater whole; things other people need yet donʼt have in 
your absence; things like hospitality, teaching, discernment, creativity, 

faith, etc.  Now donʼt miss this: all these gifts are also virtues every 
God-follower pursues.  But each of us has areas special to us that 

are prominent.  Every lover of God is called to be a hospitable 
person.  But some of you are gifted and open your home to others 

with delight.  Every Christian needs to learn to speak of her faith, but 
some would rather jump from tall buildings than get up in front of 

others to share. 
✦A friend of mine was once commenting on another personʼs unique 

ability to start spiritual conversations with strangers, say at the mall or 
the gym. He admired the very clear gift our mutual friend had been 

given.  Now hereʼs something you need to remember...
✦B. My God-given uniqueness is not intended for my benefit.  Thatʼs right.  

Look at what Peter says in one of his letters:
✦“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve 

others, faithfully administering Godʼs grace in its various forms.” 1 
Peter 4:10, NIV.
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✦Maybe you notice that it didnʼt say, “Each on should use whatever 
gift he has received to ...make a lot of money.”   It says weʼre to use 

what God gives us, to what?  Serve other people!  To administer 
Godʼs grace.  God did not give you a singing voice to make you a 

star.  God did not give you an engineering mind so you could amass 
wealth.  The big “It” is not about you!  Your life is not about you.  Itʼs 

about Him!  A piece of art is a display of the artist!  You are a piece of 
art, Godʼs art, to show Godʼs beauty to other viewers.  

✦So write this down: My purpose in life is to serve God by 
serving others.  Want to know one reason you are alive on this 

earth at this time in history?  It was not to take up space.  It was 
to make up grace, produce it among the only creatures that can 

recognize it: humans.
✦You and I are on assignment from God. We are ambassadors to the 

planet from another place.
✦“... whoever wants to become great among you must be your 

servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave-- just 
as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and 

to give his life as a ransom for many.”” Matthew 20:26-28, NIV.
✦As a believer in the Eternal God, when you were called into that free 

salvation, you were also called into service.  Every believer is also a 
minister.  Sometimes people speak of full-time Christian service.  They 

usually mean pastors, Christian school teachers, missionaries.  Itʼs 
deceptive though.  Every Christian is called to ministry.  So rejoice. 

Ministers get special tax deductions!!  
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✦“For we are Godʼs workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” Ephesians 2:10, 

NIV.
✦Couple of notes on that verse: 1) “workmanship” is the same thing 

as “artwork”.  You are Godʼs masterpiece.  2) notice that God laid out 
plans for you before the beginning of time!  Isnʼt that awesome to 

ponder?  
✦Paul writes that God...“has saved us and called us to a holy life--not 

because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose 
and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the 

beginning of time,” 2 Timothy 1:9, NIV.
✦Part of why you are here is to fill the world with a holy life! We 

are not here to merely consume vegetation, but to contribute 
vitality! 

✦2.  Lets think about what kind of attitude it takes to live as a servant, 
or minister of Godʼs grace. Jesusʼ action in John 13 is the perfect 

illustration.
✦A. Servants think more about others than about themselves.

✦We call that humility.  We call it love.  Its the carrying out of the 
“fellowship” purpose we talked about last week. Look at the text.

✦Verse 1: “It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time 
had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his 

own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love.” 
John 13:1, NIV.
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✦Jesus was Godʼs son!  Heʼs ready to leave on a trip so to speak, to 
join God!! And who is he thinking about? Now it is not that Jesus 

thought lowly of himself, as thought he had little self-esteem, an 
inferiority complex causing him to focus on serving others.  On the 

contrary!  Verse 3 says ““Jesus knew that the Father had put all 
things under his power, and that he had come from God and was 

returning to God;” John 13:3, NIV.  Humility isnʼt thinking lowly of 
yourself.  Itʼs not thinking of yourself at at the expense of thinking of 

others.  This is why Jesus was willing to wash the feet!
✦No body had washed anyones feet yet!  Thatʼs a social taboo in first 

century Israel.  Itʼs like saying, “May I take you coat?” when your 
guest arrives.  In Israel, there is always a servant at the door to take 

your dirty feet and wash them off before you go on it. Now the 
disciples had rented the room, but nobody lined up a servant at the 

door, and theyʼll be switched if any of them were gonna wash the 
other guys stinky clod-hoppers!  They had to notice!  Etiquette would 

cause them to hesitate at the door like you might when you see your 
host is not wearing shoes indoors and you wonder if you should go 

on in with your shoes on.  So here they are, all twelve, somehow in 
the room, at the table, no washed feet, and Jesus starts to do it.  

Imagine an Army General or a State Senator getting up to refill your 
water glass.  Itʼs something like that.  

✦Servants are humble.  Servants arenʼt thinking that much about their own 
stories.  No one can serve like Christ did who at the same time is stuck 

thinking all about self. J.I Packer put it:
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✦“It is impossible at the same time to give the impression both that I 
am a great Christian and that Jesus Christ is a great Master.  So the 

Christian will practice curling up small, as it were, so that in and 
through him or her the Savior may show himself great.  That is what I 

mean by growing downward.”
✦Add to this mix the contents of verse 2, and 11:  The Devil is in the 

room making deals with Judas, and Jesus knows it!  If you were there 
and you knew that was going on, could you have concentrated on 

anything else?!  Jesus heart-eyes were looking at others in love.
✦B. Servants think like stewards, not like owners.
✦Owners think in terms of personal benefit.  Is music playing that I like? 
Are the employees making me money or costing me money?  Am I satisfied 

with performance.  Owners think about financial gain:  will this pay off?  Will 
we post high proceeds this month so everyone will want our stocks?  Will I 

get my bonus, even if the company tanks? Will I be able to golf the rest of 
my life away in Florida when I retire?  Owner-types think about making their 

earth their heaven.
✦Stewards are different.  Some actual owners live as stewards. 

Stewards are concerned about ministering with the masterʼs money.  
They donʼt care about the wealth.  They care about doing something 

of value with the wealth.  Stewards want to make money all right, but 
not to have it or keep it.  They want to make it so that they can give it 

away, put it to good use.  Stewards donʼt live to collect.  Owners do 
that.  Stewards use wealth as a means to love.  So a steward is 
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someone who will set herself guidelines on what she will spend, say 
like,

✦“I wonʼt buy something just because I can.” or
✦“Iʼll give until itʼs a sacrifice in some way.” or
✦“The more I make the greater percentage I will share.”

✦This is steward thinking.  Stewards look at the world and see it as 

all Godʼs property, not theirs.
✦“The earth is the LORDʼs, and everything in it, the world, and all 

who live in it;” Psalms 24:1, NIV.
✦C. Servants trust the significance of their God-ordained assignment.
✦This one is also part of humility.  One cannot be truly humble who does 
not know oneʼs own value.  A servant knows what she does means 

something to the master.  Suppose Jesus had asked Andrew to say, pray a 
blessing before they ate, or Bart to serve the Passover bread?  Do you 

think they would have done so?  I bet they would.  Hey weʼre all about 
looking important in the center of attention. But was washing feet less 

needed than Passover bread?  
✦See, a lot of the time we equate prominence with significance.  A 

car dealer friend of mine once voiced his sadness that he works hard 
at his one-man business but it remains small, and local while others 

grow and add on, and expand.  Why wasnʼt the Lord blessing him? I 
asked him if he liked what he did, if he had what he needed, and if he 

felt God using him.  He said yes.  Then maybe size isnʼt the point.  
✦On a vehicle, a small little tube carries brake fluid to the wheel 

cylinders.  You never see it, but without it you canʼt stop. A small little 
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metal pin holds your seatbelt latch in place.  Itʼs doesnʼt wrap your 
body like the strap, but without it youʼre in danger. Itʼs not prominent, 

but itʼs significant!
✦Sometimes in the church people think if they arenʼt singing up front or 

leading a class, they are not significant to the family. Thatʼs not the way 
Jesus sees it.  We have people around that you donʼt see, but without them 

we couldnʼt be a church.
✦Bob running media in back.
✦Ellie finding people to do drama.
✦Molly making coffee.
✦Laurie running lighting.
✦Frank mowing the grass. The list is endless.  But what if no one 

made coffee?  You might as well stay home!
✦Every act is saying “Godʼs love is real.”

✦D. Servants serve in the security of their master.
✦Jesus shattered the status hierarchy in the Upper Room. He did the shoe-

shine boyʼs job and it bothered him not.  Want to know why?  Because he 
knew he was loved by the Father. He was secure in his position.

✦Verse 3-4: “Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his 
power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; so 

he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a 
towel round his waist.” 
✦He didnʼt need to prove he was important.  He knew he was.  That 
made him free to serve. The secret to servanthood for God-followers 

is knowing your identity in Christ.
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✦Satan says you are a sinner because you sin.  The Father says you 
are a saint who sometimes sins.
✦The world says you get your identity from what you do. The Father 
says you get your identity from what God has done for you.  (““No,” 

said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I 
wash you, you have no part with me.”” John 13:8, NIV.)
✦Others say you get your value from what others think about you.  
The Father says you get your value from what He thinks of you.
✦Satan says your behavior tells you what to believe about who you 
really are.  God says we should let your belief about what he says 

about you determine how you behave. 
✦For Christians who know their identity in Christ, obligation becomes 

opportunity. 
✦“Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 

also should wash one anotherʼs feet. I have set you an example that 
you should do as I have done for you.” John 13:14, 15, NIV.
✦If you are a Christian, you have been cleansed of your sins. You are 
washed. You are rescued.  And sure, we are obliged now to follow 

Christʼs example, but this is a bit like saying we are obliged to be 
happy or that our assignment is to be glad about life.  “Now that you 

know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.” John 13:17, 
NIV.  Go live the life that is blessed!  How hard is that?

✦Conclusion: There is a striking scene in the story Pilgrims Progress.  
The main character “Christian” has long since dropped the burden of his sin 

at the cross, has faithfully finished his journey, and recently crossed the 
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River of Death.  As he approaches the King (God) his back is now laden 
with another burden, but not of his own sin. Now he bears a large hemp 

sack crammed full of heavy objects.  Christian bends under the weight of 
his load, but his shining face shows no strain.  With a smile he drops the 

overflowing bag at Jesusʼ feet.  Several silver coins tumble to the floor, 
rolling until they strike the great throne. Reaching inside Christian pulls out 

a large gold ingot that gleams white in the brilliance of the Kingʼs presence. 
Gently caressing the gold bar he stoops and lays it on the floor, his eyes 

brimming as he gazes at his Savior. “Thank you,” he whispers.  The heads 
of the watching hosts tilt in murmuring agreement. Reaching in again, he 

pulls out a diamond the size of a fist.  It sparkles with the light of a hundred 
stars.  Cupping it in both hands, Christian bows and gently rests the 

precious stone between the nail-scarred feet. “I love you,” he mouths, as 
his whispers ring through the halls of heaven. This faithful believer rises 

pulling out the next item with great care.  The emerging crown is huge, 
glittering with prisms of unearthly color.  Seraphs hold their breath in awe. 

He sinks to his knees, crown extended with trembling hands. “You are 
worthy,” Christian cries, his voice breaking with emotion.  The hosts kneel 

with him. The hemp sack is still nine tenths full. 
✦Service is no problem to someone you love. 

Prayer: Father I realize I was shaped to serve you by serving others. 

Forgive me for the times Iʼve put a do not disturb sign on my heart. Help me 
see interruptions as opportunities to love.  Help me to make time for what 

matters most.  Youʼve been so good to me. I want to to give something 
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back to you, gratefully, and faithfully. I want to practice before I get to 
heaven so one day Iʼll hear you say, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”  

Amen.
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